
PEACE IS POSSIBLE!  
People who have lived through violent conflict are in the best 

position to lead initiatives for a better future.  
Here is one example.  

The 1994  Genocide Against the Tutsi 
shattered Rwanda. An extremist government 
orchestrated the murder of about 800,000 
ethnic Tutsi, Twa, and moderate Hutu people
—turning neighbors against neighbors 
throughout the countryside.  
Karuna Center has worked in Rwanda since 
1995. Recently, we co-led a 3-year Healing 
Our Communities program with three 
Rwandan organizations. The project 
improved people's lives by establishing 
community dialogue clubs for resolving 
conflicts, community-based networks to heal 
trauma, advocacy to promote reconciliation, and youth activism. 
When Marie and Boniface (above right) became involved in 
Healing Our Communities, they shared a very painful story. 
Following the genocide, Boniface had confessed to assisting 
with the killing of Marie’s children during the massacres. 
Boniface served nine years in prison for genocide crimes and, 
after his release, returned to being Marie’s neighbor. The two 
lived side by side, but in silence and fear. 
After long-term trauma healing work in the Healing Our 
Communities program, Marie and Boniface chose to work 
as a team of “Healing Companions,” guiding other 
community members through the process of healing 
from genocide trauma—including both survivors and 
perpetrators, who were each traumatized in different ways. 
Their joint leadership is a living example of reconciliation that 
is helping others find healing and peace.  
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Connectors

CONNECT AROUND: 
• Fundraising ideas


• Press & media outreach

• Sponsorship ideas


• Partnerships

• Volunteering

Ka•ru•na [kuh-roo-nah] 
is Sanskrit for Compassion

•  A drop-in group that meets every other month (on Zoom) to connect & learn 
about transformative, nonviolent solutions to conflict in communities worldwide


• Come help strengthen support for Karuna Center’s work with frontline peacebuilders!

Karuna

REACH OUT • PEACE OUT!

Karuna Center for Peacebuilding  
 447 West St • Amherst, MA 01002 
413.256.3800 • www.karunacenter.org 

Contact: Polly Byers

polly@karunacenter.org

In 2021, Karuna Center is partnering to 
prevent and mitigate violent conflict within 
Nigeria, Myanmar, Ethiopia, and the U.S.A.

Learn more & link to our next meeting at www.karunacenter.org/connect
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