OLIVIA STOKES DREIER 

Olivia Stokes Dreier is the Associate Director of the Karuna Center for Peacebuilding and has extensive experience in conflict transformation, reconciliation, and training. She is also an adjunct faculty member at the School for International Training (SIT) in Brattleboro VT, where the she directs the CONTACT Graduate Certificate Program (Conflict Transformation Across Cultures). Ms. Dreier’s international experience includes the development, design, and delivery of multi-year programs in peacebuilding, inter-communal dialogue, and reconciliation for diverse stakeholders. Ms. Dreier recently developed a curriculum and led workshops in peacebuilding for a USAID-funded project in Casamance, Senegal. She has designed and led programs in over ten countries, including Afghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Georgia, Israel, the Palestinian Territories, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal, Rwanda, and Senegal. Earlier in her career, Ms. Dreier worked for two years with the Gandhian movement in India on rural development and non-formal education. She was also a practitioner in community mental health for over 20 years.  Ms. Dreier is proficient in French and speaks conversational Hindi. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Associate Director, Karuna Center for Peacebuilding, Amherst, MA (2002-present). Designs and implements peacebuilding, conflict transformation, and reconciliation programs. Selected programs include:
Nepal: Led peacebuilding training for human rights activists and workshops in promoting civil society involvement in constitution making. (2006) Leading multi-sector peace leadership programs. (2007-present) peace leadership training for women parliamentarians and women political leaders. (2008-present)
Senegal: Design curriculum and lead capacity building workshops in peacebuilding in a USAID funded project for the government of Senegal, the MFDC rebels, and civil society leaders to support the peace process. (2005-present)

Rwanda: Led training for Gisozi memorial Museum on using exhibit of genocide rescuers to promote reconciliation (2009). Designed and led ongoing training in conflict transformation and reconciliation for women leaders from the Pro-femmes network of women’s organizations. (2003-2006) Led training seminar for National Unity and Reconciliation Commission to address ongoing challenges of post-genocide reconciliation at the community level. (2005)

Afghanistan: In partnership with the Institute for Inclusive Security led training seminar for women parliamentarians, government ministry staff, and NGO leaders on women’s contribution to the security sector. (2007)

Kosovo: Led conflict transformation training for teachers of multi-ethnic, multi-lingual kindergartens for a program initiated by Search for Common Ground and Save the Children. (2006)

Palestine: Led workshops on conflict management, peace leadership, and change management for NGO leaders. (2005, 2006)
India: Designed and led reconciliation and violence prevention program for conflict sensitive regions of India (Gujarat and Northeast region) in partnership with World Vision. (2005)

Lead training in conflict transformation for the staff of the Tibetan Center for Conflict Resolution and for community leaders in Tibetan refugee communities. (2003-2005)

Macedonia: Designed and led inter-communal dialogue, TOT training, and project mentoring for ethnic Macedonian and ethnic Albanian educators and principals in the city of Tetovo, Macedonia. (2002-2005)

Azerbaijan: Led trainings in conflict management for Catholic Relief Services staff and NGO partners. (2004)

Sri Lanka: Designed and led two-year TOT program for NGO leaders from Sri Lanka’s 3 major ethnic groups and various regions. (2003-2005)

Republic of Georgia: Peacebuilding for Women NGO leaders. Training seminars for women leaders in conflict transformation. (2003)

Bosnia: Designed and lead training of trainers (TOT) in inter-communal dialogue for Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Serb, educators, principals and school psychologists. Mentored participants in development of training workshops in their schools and communities. (2000-2004)

Director, CONTACT Graduate Certificate Program, School for International Training, Brattleboro, VT (2002-present). As an adjunct faculty member, teaches courses on inter-communal dialogue and frameworks for peacebuilding. Directs distant learning program on conflict analysis and conflict interventions, and leads annual international field seminar in conflict regions.

Adjunct Faculty, American University, School for International Service (2006- present).
Psychotherapist, (1982-2004). Experience includes: 


Private Psychotherapy practice, Amherst, MA (1998-2004).
Amherst Medical Center; Amherst, MA (1986-1998). Provided therapy to individuals, couples, families, and groups. Co-directed interdisciplinary eating disorders team.

ServiceNet; Northampton, MA, 1995- 2000. Group instructor for problems of self-abuse.

University of Massachusetts Mental Health Service; Amherst, MA (1983-1984, 1985-1986). Provided therapy services to students.
Franklin/Hampshire Community Mental Health Center; Northampton, MA (1982-1983). Provided counseling; reorganized day program for the chronically mentally ill.

Gould Farm; Monterey, MA, 1979-1982. Residential psychiatric rehabilitation community. Lived in the community with my young family, directed theater productions, led therapeutic art groups.

Brookwood; Claverack, NY, 1977. Tutor at maximum-security detention center for boys.

Cheswick Women’s Aid; London, England, winter 1976. Started day care program and counseled at home for battered women.

New Haven Halfway House; New Haven, CT, 1974-1975.  Live-in counselor at joint program for former inmates of prisons and psychiatric institutions.

Instructor, Samanvaya Vidyapith; Bodh Gaya, India (1971-1973).  Taught and developed curriculum at a Gandhian School for untouchable caste village children. Established first beekeeping project in the region.

EDUCATION
Graduate Certificate in Intercultural Conflict Resolution, School for International Training, Brattleboro, VT, 2002. 

Graduate Certificate in International Trauma Studies, New York University, New York, NY, 2002.

M.P.A., Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Boston, MA, 2001. 

Selected as a Littauer Fellow, 2001 
M.A. Social Work, Smith College School for Social Work; Northampton, MA, 1984. 

Centre for Social Development; Forest Row, England, 1977.
Completed one-year course in organizational development  

B.A., Yale University; New Haven, CT, 1975. 

Graduated Cum Laude, Distinction in Psychology

LANGUAGES 

Proficient French; Conversational Hindi

PUBLICATIONS

Promoting Ethnic Tolerance in Macedonia: The Tetovo Educators, co-authored by Paula Green, in Reflecting on Peacebuilding: Lessons from the Field. R. Rubinstein ,C. Zelizer (eds.). Kumarian Press, forthcoming May 2009.

“Preparing for Peace: Interethnic Dialogue and Communal Healing in Sri Lanka,” co-authored by Paula Green, Journal for Intergroup Relations, Winter 2003.

"Why Are They Starving Themselves?  Girls' adolescent development, body image, and eating disorders" in More Lifeways, S. Schaefer, P. Smith (eds.), Stroud: Hawthorne Press, 1997.

"Women of Rural Bihar" in Indian Women, Jain, Devaki (ed), New Delhi, 1975.
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